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Low Sunday / Divine Mercy Sunday

FAITH SHARING

The readings for this Sunday are about
God’s mercy, the necessity for trusting
Faith, and our need for the forgiveness
of our sins. Divine Mercy is given to us
in each celebration of the Sacraments,
instituted to sanctify us.

The first reading, taken from Acts,
stresses the corporal acts of mercy
practiced by the early Christian
community before the Jews and the
Romans started persecuting
them. Practicing the sharing love,
compassion and the mercy of God as
Jesus  taught, this  witnessing
community derived its strength from
community prayer, “the Breaking of
the Bread” and the apostles’ teaching
read at the worship service.

The second reading: taken from
John’s first Letter, deals with
practicing both corporal and spiritual
works of mercy by obeying God’s Old
Testament ~ commandments  and
focusing on Jesus’ commandment of
loving others as He loves us, with
selfless, sacrificial, agape love. Loving
others as Jesus loves us also demands
that we treat others with God’s mercy
and compassion.

Today’s Gospel vividly reminds us of
how Jesus instituted the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, a sacrament of Divine
Mercy. The Risen Lord gave his
apostles the power to forgive sins with
the words, “Whose sins you forgive are
forgiven them, and whose sins you
retain are retained”. Presenting the
doubting Thomas’ famous profession
of Faith, “My Lord and my God”, the
Gospel illustrates how Jesus showed
Divine mercy to the doubting apostle
and emphasizes the importance of
Faith.

ENTRANCE HYMN (Psalm 40:2-4)

V. | waited, waited for the Lord; Who bent down and heard my cry. Drew me out of the pit of
destruction, out of the mud of the swamp, Set my feet upon rock, steadied my steps. Alleluia.

R. And put a new song in my mouth, a hymn to our God. Many shall look on in awe and
they shall trust in the Lord. Alleluia.

V. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

R. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Gospel JN 20:19-31
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with
you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so |
send you."

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained."

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe."

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although
the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and
do not be unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and have believed."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book.
But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that through this belief you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Today’s Hymns

Processional Hymn
#1 Hymn of Faith

Hymn to the Holy Spirit
#144 Come, Thou Creator

Offertory Hymn
Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Communion Hymn
At the Lamb’s High Feast

Recessional Hymn
Glory, Laud and Praise

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday, April 11
Low Sunday
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
EE I S S S S S S S S
Sunday, April 18
3 Sunday of Easter
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
E I I S S S
Sunday, April 25
4 Sunday of Easter
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
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PASTOR’S ADDRESS
& PHONE NUMBER
2330 Margaret St.

Philadelphia, PA 19137
215-535-4978

BULLETIN INFORMATION
If you have any information which
supposed to be in our parish bulletin,
please call or email Fr. Mariusz.
Due date for each bulletin is always
Friday, 4:00 p.m.
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to watch |:> S I

the Mass online

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:

Let us pray for all of the sick and homebound members of our Parish, especially: Howard
Friedman, Bernice Muha, Janet Caruso, Michael and Patricia Havrilla, Gerry Brunson, Frank and
Shellie Fisher, Gregg Smith, Clint Koch, Duane Schulte, Bill and Bernice Biroscak, Stephanie
Besterci, David Potts, Andrew Chernesky, Joan Piechota, John Smith, Ernie Hoffman, John and
Jane Aldershoff, Peggy Harris, Ina Reese, Bob Stutz, Tom Goff, David Gavenda, Michelle Freer,
Kay Stampone, Dorothy Nabinger, John Russell, Ronald Brower, Jan Cherneski, Sally Bisch, Stan
Sub, Ewelina Mendelewski-Filyushchenko, Richard Golazewski, Joseph Seliga, Fr. Donald
Wunderlich, Walter Papp.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Most loving Jesus, | adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in Which You are truly present. |
love You above all things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally,
I ask You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul. |1 embrace You and unite myself
with You; may | never be separated from You. Inflame my heart with the fire of Your love, my
Lord and Savior.

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Please mark your calendar for the Annual Parish Meeting on April 18, 2021 (second Sunday after
Easter).

HOW TO RECITE THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET

1. Make the Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

2. Optional Opening Prayers

(Repeat three times)

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, | trust
in You!

3. Our Father

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

4. Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death, Amen.

5. The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; on the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

6. The Eternal Father

Eternal Father, | offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.

7. On the 10 Small Beads of Each Decade

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.

8. Repeat for the remaining decades

Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" bead and then 10 "For the sake of His
sorrowful Passion" (7) on the following "Hail Mary" beads.

9. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times)

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.
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