August 22, 2021

Our Saviour Parish

of the Polish National Catholic Church
2300 Princeton Pike; Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Rev. Mariusz Mularczyk, ThM, STL
Rectory: 609-883-7860
Pastor: 215-535-4978
Email: pastor@oursaviorpncc.org
Website: www.oursaviorpncc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/oursaviorpncc

215t Ordinary Sunday

FAITH SHARING

Today’s readings explain what true
religion is. It is not simply a
scrupulous, external observance of
rules, laws, traditions and rituals. It is a
loving, obedient relationship with God
expressed in obeying His
Commandments, worshipping Him,
recognizing His presence in other
human beings, and rendering them
loving and humble service.

The first reading explains that
religion is a Covenant relationship with
a caring, providing and protecting God,
fostered by keeping His
Commandments given through Moses.
In the second reading, St. James
defines true religion as keeping the
word of God and doing His will by
helping the needy, the poor and the
weak in the community. He challenges
Christians to become doers of the
word, not merely hearers.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus describes
true religion as serving God and all His
children with a pure and holy
heart. The  Gospel explains the
encounter of Jesus with the Sanhedrin
observers and the Pharisees who had
been sent to assess Jesus’ unique,
controversial teachings. These experts
had found Jesus’ teachings an open
violation of the “Traditions of the
Elders,” and judged Jesus’ implied and
spoken claims blasphemous. They also
noticed that Jesus’ disciples omitted
the required ritual washing before
meals.

The Pharisees observed them and
insisted that all the Jews should do so.

Responsorial Psalm
R. Taste and see the goodness of the
Lord.

ENTRANCE HYMN (Psalm 100:1-2,4a)

V. Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness; come before Him with
joyful song.

R. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, His courts with praise; Give thanks to Him; bless His
Name.

V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

R. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Gospel JN 6:60-69

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.

Many of Jesus' disciples who were listening said, "This saying is hard; who can accept it?" Since
Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them, "Does this shock you?
What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending

to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words |
have spoken to you are Spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe." Jesus knew
from the beginning the ones who would not believe and the one who would betray him. And he
said, "For this reason | have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by my
Father."

As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer
accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?"

Simon Peter answered him, "Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God."”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Today’s Hymns

Processional Hymn
Hymn of Faith

Hymn to the Holy Spirit
144 Come, Thou Creator

Offertory Hymn
110 Cross of Compassion

Communion Hymn
166 Glory, Laud and Praise

Recessional Hymn
225 Abide With Me

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday, August 22
21 Ordinary Sunday
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
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Sunday, August 29
22 Ordinary Sunday
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
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Sunday, September 5
23 Ordinary Sunday
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
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PASTOR’S ADDRESS
& PHONE NUMBER
2330 Margaret St.
Philadelphia, PA 19137
215-535-4978

BULLETIN INFORMATION
If you have any information which
supposed to be in our parish bulletin,
please call or email Fr. Mariusz.
Due date for each bulletin is always
Friday, 4:00 p.m.

Scan this code
to watch
the Mass online

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:

Let us pray for all of the sick and homebound members of our Parish, especially: Howard
Friedman, Bernice Muha, Janet Caruso, Michael and Patricia Havrilla, Gerry Brunson, Frank and
Shellie Fisher, Gregg Smith, Clint Koch, Duane Schulte, Bill and Bernice Biroscak, Stephanie
Besterci, David Potts, Andrew Chernesky, Joan Piechota, John Smith, Ernie Hoffman, Peggy
Harris, Ina Reese, Bob Stutz, Tom Goff, David Gavenda, Michelle Freer, Kay Stampone, John
Russell, Ronald Brower, Jan Cherneski, Ewelina Mendelewski-Filyushchenko, Richard
Golazewski, Fr. Donald Wunderlich, 1zabela Dryfik, Michal Mularczyk, Liz McGlone

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Most loving Jesus, | adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in Which You are truly present. |
love You above all things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally,
| ask You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul. | embrace You and unite myself
with You; may | never be separated from You. Inflame my heart with the fire of Your love, my
Lord and Savior.

MASS INTENTIONS
08/22/21 Su 12:00 Noon For All Parishioners
08/29/21 Su 12:00 Noon OPEN

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA - AUGUST 26

Our Lady of Czestochowa, or the Black Madonna of Poland, is a very famous painting of the
Blessed Virgin holding the Child Jesus. Under this title, Mary is the Patron and Protector of
Poland. Since the face of Mary is very dark, she is referred to as the Black Madonna. This
darkening of the image comes from centuries of being hidden and the many years of soot and
smoke from candles illuminating the icon. The picture follows the traditional form of an icon.
Mary gestures toward Jesus, directing the attention away from her and pointing to Jesus as the
source of salvation. The child Jesus extends his right hand in blessing to the viewer of the painting
and holds a book of the gospels in his left hand. As in many icons Jesus looks like a small man,
reminding us that Jesus, while still a child, is fully mature in his Divine nature.

The painting of the Madonna has a long history. Legend has it that it was painted by Saint Luke
on a piece of a cedar tabletop built by Saint Joseph. Some even say it is part of the table used at
the Last Supper. Saint Helen found this painting when she went to Jerusalem in search of the true
cross. She gave the painting to her son, Constantine. When the city of Constantinople was invaded
by the Saracens, the people prayed to Mary and the city was saved. This began the great devotion
to the Blessed Virgin Mary attached to this painting.

The history of the painting is more accurately documented in 1382, when Prince Ladislaus was
owner of the painting. In that year, when the Tartars were invading the Prince’s palace, an arrow
hit the painting, lodging in the throat of Mary. Prince Ladislaus decided to take the icon to Opala,
the town where he was born, in order to keep the picture safe. On the journey there, he stopped
and spent the night at Czestochowa. The next day, as they began to continue the journey, the
horses pulling the wagon with the painting of Our Lady refused to move. Prince Ladislaus took
this as a sign that the painting was to remain in Czestochowa. The icon was placed in the care of
the Order of the Hermits of Saint Paul at their monastery called the Mount of Light, or in Polish,
Jasna Gora. The icon of the Black Madonna, Our Lady of Czestochowa, is there to this day.

The icon was again in danger and damaged in 1430 when the Hussites invaded the monastery.
Twice the painting was struck with a sword, and before it could be hit the third time, the looter
fell to the ground and died. Despite trying to repair the painting, the sword cuts and the arrow
wound are still visible in the painting today.

In 1655 Swedes invaded Poland. The people prayed to Mary, and Poland was again saved from
the invaders through the intercession of Mary. Our Lady of Czestochowa was thus crowned as the
Queen of Poland, and this icon became the symbol of national unity.

Mary can intercede for us, as is evidenced by the many healings and miracles that have been
attributed to prayers to Our Lady of Czestochowa over the years.




