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FAITH SHARING 

The readings for this Sunday are about 

God’s mercy, the necessity for trusting 

Faith, and our need for the forgiveness 

of our sins.  

 

The first reading, taken from the Acts 

of the Apostles, explains how the Risen 

Lord continued to show His Divine 

Mercy to the sick through the healing 

and preaching ministry of the apostles 

in the early Church. The Faith of the 

apostles enabled them to minister to the 

people, giving them the Lord’s healing 

love in “signs and wonders.”  

 

The second reading, taken from 

the Book of Revelation, was intended 

to comfort and bolster the faith of 

persecuted Christians for all time. 

Today’s selection assures us of the 

presence of the merciful Lord in our 

lives and encourages all of us to fight 

fear with Faith, and trepidation about 

the future with trust and Hope. 

 

Today’s Gospel recalls Jesus’ 

institution of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, a Sacrament of Divine 

Mercy. The Risen Lord gave his 

apostles and their successors the power 

to forgive sins with the words, “Whose 

sins you forgive are forgiven them, and 

whose sins you retain are retained” (Jn 

20:19-23).  

Presenting the doubting Thomas’ 

famous profession of Faith, “My Lord 

and my God,” the Gospel illustrates 

how Jesus showed his mercy to the 

doubting apostle and emphasizes the 

importance of Faith.  

 

 

Responsorial Psalm      

R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is 

good, his love is everlasting. 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  (Psalm 40:2-4) 

V. I waited, waited for the Lord; who bent down and heard my cry, drew me out of the pit of 

destruction, out of the mud of the swamp, set my feet upon rock, steadied my steps.  Alleluia. 

R. And put a new song in my mouth, a hymn to our God. Many shall look on in awe and 

they shall trust in the Lord.  Alleluia. 

V. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

R. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Gospel     JN 20:19-31 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with 

you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And when 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you 

forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained." 

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 

disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe." 

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although 

the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to 

Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and 

do not be unbelieving, but believe." 

Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 

Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and have believed." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 

But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that through this belief you may have life in his name. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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Today’s Hymns 
 

Processional Hymn 

001 Hymn of Faith 
 

Hymn to the Holy Spirit 

144 Come, Thou Creator 
 

Offertory Hymn 

229 Just As I Am 
 

Communion Hymn 

159 Jesus My Lord and Savior 
 

Recessional Hymn 

225 Abide With Me 

_______________________________ 

 

SECOND COLLECTION: 

5/1   – For the Mission Fund 

6/5   – For the Mission Fund 

6/19 – Father’s Day – For the Clergy 

Pension Fund 

7/3   – For the Mission Fund 

8/7   – For the Mission Fund 

_______________________________ 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday, April 24  

2 Easter Sunday/Divine Mercy Sunday 

12:00 Noon – Holy Mass 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Sunday, May 1  

3 Easter Sunday 

12:00 Noon – Holy Mass 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Sunday, May 8  

4 Easter Sunday / Mother’s Day 

12:00 Noon – Holy Mass 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

_______________________________ 

 

PASTOR’S ADDRESS  

& PHONE NUMBER 

2330 Margaret St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19137 

215-535-4978 

_______________________________ 

 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 

Let us pray for all of the sick and homebound members of our Parish, especially: Howard 

Friedman, Michael and Patricia Havrilla, Gerry Brunson, Frank and Shellie Fisher, Gregg Smith, 

Clint Koch, Duane Schulte, Bill and Bernice Biroscak, Stephanie Besterci, David Potts, Andrew 

Chernesky, Joan Piechota, John Smith, Ernie Hoffman, Peggy Harris, Ina Reese, Tom Goff, 

Donald Gavenda, Michelle Freer, Kay Stampone, Jan Cherneski, Ewelina Mendelewski-

Filyushchenko, Richard Golazewski, Michal Mularczyk, Jane Aldorshoff, Elizabeth McAlanis 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

Most loving Jesus, I adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in Which You are truly present. I 

love You above all things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, 

I ask You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul. I embrace You and unite myself 

with You; may I never be separated from You. Inflame my heart with the fire of Your love, my 

Lord and Savior.   
 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Based upon St. Faustina Kowalska’s record of the revelations she received from Jesus in 1931, 

the message of The Divine Mercy can be summed up in one sentence: Jesus, I trust in you! Christ 

as The Divine Mercy instructs us to approach Him in prayer to ask for His mercy, to let His mercy 

flow from us to others, and above all, to trust completely in Him in order to truly experience the 

graces of His mercy. 

 

HOW TO PRAY THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 

Praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy is a glorious way to enter into the abundant Mercy of God.  It 

only takes a few minutes and can easily be prayed almost anywhere.  Using a rosary, follow the 

guide below to offer this wonderful prayer.  It is especially good to pray it at the three o’clock 

hour.  

Using a rosary make the sign of the Cross: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Introductory Prayers: Our Father… Hail Mary… I believe in God… 

Prayed on large bead prior to each decade: 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, 

Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 

Prayed on 10 small beads of each decade: 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

Prayed after all 5 decades of Chaplet are complete: 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

(Repeat three times) 

Optional Concluding Prayer: 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion—inexhaustible, look 

kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor 

become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love 

and Mercy itself. 

 


