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4™ Sunday of Lent

FAITH SHARING

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is known as
“Laetare (Rejoice) Sunday,”
expressing the Church’s joy in
anticipation of the Resurrection of our
Lord.

By describing the anointing of David
as the second king of Israel, the first
reading, taken from the First Book of
Samuel, illustrates how blind we are in
our judgments and how much we need
God’s help. It reminds us that those
whom God involves in his saving plans
are not necessarily those whom the
world perceives as great.

In the second reading, St. Paul reminds
the Ephesians of their new
responsibility as children of light “to
live as children of the light, producing
every kind of goodness and
righteousness and truth.”

Presenting the miracle of Jesus’ giving
of sight to a man born blind, today’s
Gospel teaches us the necessity of
being willing to have our eyes opened
by Faith, and warns us that those who
assume they see the truth are often
blind, while those who acknowledge
their blindness are given clear vision.
In this episode, the most unlikely
person, namely the beggar born blind,
receives the light of Faith in Jesus,
while the religion-oriented, law-
educated Pharisees remain spiritually
blind.

To live as a Christian is to see and to
grow continually, gaining clearer
vision about God, about ourselves and
about others. Our Lenten prayers and
sacrifices should help to heal our
spiritual blindness so that we can look
at others, see them as children of God,
and love them as our own brothers and
sisters, saved by the death and
Resurrection of Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

P Thal Avd ina navr rlhanhavA: $lhAava ia

ENTRANCE HYMN (Isaiah 43:8-9a; Jeremiah 5:21-22a)

V. Lead out the people who are blind though they have eyes; who are deaf though they have ears.
Let all the nations gather together, let the peoples assemble!

R. Pay attention to this, foolish and senseless people who have eyes and see not, who have
ears and hear not. Should you not fear Me, says the Lord, should you not tremble before
Me?

V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

R. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Gospel JN 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. He spat on the ground and made clay with the
saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, "Go wash in the Pool of Siloam" —
which means Sent — So he went and washed, and came back able to see.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, "Isn't this the one who used
to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is, "but others said, "No, he just looks like him." He said, "l am."
They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and
opened his eyes on a Sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. He
said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and | washed, and now | can see." So some of the
Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, because he does not keep the Sabbath." But others
said, "How can a sinful man do such signs?" And there was a division among them. So they said
to the blind man again, "What do you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?" He
said, "He is a prophet."”

They answered and said to him, "You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?"
Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, "Do you believe in the
Son of Man?" He answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?" Jesus said to
him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "I do believe, Lord,"
and he worshiped him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Today's Hymns
Processional Hymn
001 Hymn of Faith

Hymn to the Holy Spirit
144 Come, Thou Creator

Offertory Hymn
We Are the Light of the World

Communion Hymn
See Us Lord About Your Alter

Recessional Hymn
Again We Keep This Solemn Feast

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:

Let us pray for all of the sick and homebound members of our Parish, especially: Howard
Friedman, Michael and Patricia Havrilla, Gerry Brunson, Frank and Shellie Fisher, Gregg Smith,
Clint Koch, Duane Schulte, Bill and Bernice Biroscak, Stephanie Besterci, David Potts, Andrew
Chernesky, Joan Piechota, John Smith, Ernie Hoffman, Peggy Harris, Ina Reese, Tom Goff,
Donald Gavenda, Michelle Freer, Kay Stampone, Jan Cherneski, Ewelina Mendelewski-
Filyushchenko, Richard Golazewski, Jane Aldorshoff, Elizabeth McAlanis, Dolores McGlone,

Marianna Pelka
Please keep us informed that we might minister to those who are ill at home, in the hospital or nursing home.

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday, March 19
4™ Sunday of Lent
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
E I I S S I I I S S S
Sunday, March 26
Passion Sunday
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
E I I S S i S
Sunday, April 2
Palm Sunday
12:00 Noon — Holy Mass
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ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Most loving Jesus, | adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in Which You are truly present. |
love You above all things and | long for You in my soul. Since | cannot receive You sacramentally,
I ask You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul. 1 embrace You and unite myself
with You; may | never be separated from You. Inflame my heart with the fire of Your love, my
Lord and Savior.

THE RULES OF FASTING AND ABSTINENCE FOR LENT

Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the
Fridays in Lent including GOOD FRIDAY.

Everyone 18 years of age and under 60 years of age is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday.

On these two days of fast and abstinence only one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other
meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs, but
together they should not equal one full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted on these two
days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices, are allowed. When health or ability to work
would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige.

SECOND COLLECTIONS IN 2023
4/2 - For the Mission Fund

5/7 - For the Mission Fund

6/4 - For the Mission Fund

6/18 - Father’s Day — For the Clergy
Pension Fund

7/2 - For the Mission Fund

8/6 - For the Mission Fund

8/27 - Youth Sunday — For the Youth
Fund

9/3 - For the Mission Fund

9/10 - Solemnity — Brotherly Love —
For the Bp. Hodur Retreat Center
10/1 - For the Mission Fund

10/15 - Heritage Sunday — Outreach to
Poland Collection

11/5 - For the Mission Fund

12/3 - For the Mission Fund

12/31 - Solemnity- Humble Shepherds
— Seminary Fund

1/7 - For the Mission Fund

ALMSGIVING - OUR LENTEN OBLIGATION

Let us remember that Christ said, “Whatever you do for the least one of my brothers, you do it for
Me.” As Christians we are obliged to help. Look around you and seek for the opportunity to
support those who find themselves less blessed than ourselves.

FLOWER DONATIONS

If you would like to make a donation of flowers to adorn the Altars during Easter season. This is
a beautiful way to remember a departed loved one or to honor a living loved one. Please contact
Peggy for details.
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Sunday during Lent after 12:00 Noon Mass.
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Please mail this form and the Mass stipend to Rev. Mariusz Mularczyk, 2330 Margaret St,

g:fjdelphia, PA 19137




